Accountability is also more direct at the local level, if the local democratic processes work.
• There is more local vigilance on issues where more local stake is involved ("it's our money you are wasting or stealing!"). Of course, there can also be elite capture at the higher levels of government, but some people suspect that such capture is more at the local level.
• Sometimes collusion is easier to organize at the proximate local level than at the central level, where there is more competition among disparate groups.
• There is also more media attention to the malfeasance of central governments.
• Civil society institutions are often weak in poor backward regions.
• In many countries socio-economic minorities are more vulnerable in areas of local elite control than under federal programs or supervision.
Much, of course, depends on
• the initial levels of inequality ( 
